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Book Launch Invitation

Basler Afrika Bibliographien • +41 61 228 9333 • bab@baslerafrika.ch • www.baslerafrika.ch

Join the editors and authors for the launch of Histories and Legacies of Migrant 
Labour in Namibia and Switzerland

Date and time: Wednesday, 8th April 2026, 6pm
Venue: Basler Afrika Bibliographien (BAB), Klosterberg 23, 4051 Basel, Switzerland
Zoom Meeting ID: 696 9092 4574, Passcode 919964

ON THE BOOK
This book is the outcome of a student exchange program between the University of Namibia and 
the University of Basel. The edited volume shows surprising similarities in labour history and its 
legacy in two different contexts: South African occupied Namibia and Switzerland in the second 
half of the 20th century. Both the apartheid state and post-war Switzerland, established an exploita-
tive migrant labour system. In the Swiss case migrant labourers came on seasonal contracts from 
poorer southern-European countries such as Italy and Spain and later Turkey or the Balkan states. 
In the Namibian case the sending areas of the migrant labour were defined as African reserves 
and later ‘independent’ homelands, allowing the workers to be treated as foreigners by the state. 
The systems aimed at fast-tracking economic growth and safeguarding the nations’ from crises by 
setting quotas of ‘imported’ cheap labour to be lowered or increased according to the needs of the 
economy. In both cases migrant labourers had only very limited rights and they were marginalised 
or outright excluded from participation in public life and society in their places of work.

For further information or (optional) registration, please contact raffaele.perniola@unibas.ch or julia.
rensing@unibas.ch.
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